Guidelines for Supporting Disabled /people with special needs who wish to be Summer Gatherers

These guidelines are suggestions arising from a workshop at Te Aute, Summer Gathering 2009-2010.

We recommend:

*A contact person in the Organising Committee to work directly with any intending gatherer with special needs to help problem solve around issues which could make Summer Gathering difficult (possible or impossible) for them.  Communication and sensitivity are very helpful.  The disabled person can be less of a burden and less burdened if they feel able to trust that they will be supported in times of need. 

Openness   Gatherers with special needs need to  say or have said for them how and when people can help them, and what they can do for themselves,  how they can be included, what they can, as well as what they cannot do.

Awareness  There is a need for more awareness of the needs of people with disabilities or special needs including  allergies, hearing, sight, intellectual, depression, IBS, insomnia, medications, autism, physical disabilities etc

*A revised application form with an attachment for special circumstances, could include:

Duties listed – 

What I can do, how much?  

What I can’t do

What makes SG better for me? 

I need...

*Careful mixing of the Home Group- the Leader needs to be aware of any disabilities, strengths in the group, using Registration, form, special circumstances, and Contact Person input combined.

*A site plan of the venue showing location of:

toilets and disability toilets, 

 light switches, 

steps/sloping paths, 

distances,

 quiet places to rest, 

venues for meals, Meeting for Worship, etc,  

vehicle access close to accommodation would help greatly with settling in.

Photographs/ video of site showing access, accommodation etc

 Aids which could make managing self care on site possible

Stool in shower (or plastic chair, as available at Te Aute – excellent)

Wheelchair (might be locally sourced or hired by Organisers )

Smoke doors: we suggest adjusting springs and or wedging open where possible.

 Companions for disabled adults.  We suggested a duty roster for day or ½ day Companions to share the Carer role and Contact Person liaison with the Meeting to which the disabled adult belongs.

Criteria for choice of venue, considering needs of disabled Gatherers:

Access- slope of ground – wheelchair and walker friendly, obstacles, distances between venues and facilities.

Facilities –bathrooms  safe to use, accessible,  easy to get to quickly.

Auditory - Visual 

