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He waka eke noa    We are all in this canoe together 

Kia ora f/Friends 

Thank you for your kind wishes; my bones are getting better.  Being rescued 

by a stranger and completely dependent on other people’s kindness has 

been overwhelming.   

Inspiration 

Aotearoa NZ Quakers is the first national faith community in Aotearoa NZ to 

join the call for an international Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty.  The 

Religious Diversity Centre is encouraging others, and we can help put the 

word out.   

Quakers need to know  

• COP 28 or the 2023 UN Conference of the Parties (COP 28), Dubai, 30 November - 12 December 

includes a focus day on peace; (thank you Anna, QUNO); 

• Adaptation and retreat will be a big issue for any incoming government as insurance companies 

announce they will decline ongoing insurance to properties deemed at risk; submissions to the 

Environment Committee Komiti Whiriwhiri Take Taiao Inquiry into Climate Adaptation are due 1 

November; 

• Feedback on a proposed National Policy Statement for Natural Hazard Decision-making is due on 

November 26; 

• Petition to end free carbon credits (thank you Alex, Quakers’ Loxley award winner); 

• Climate Action: Environmental Memorial Art & Disaster Resilience, Asia West Pacific Section (AWPS) 

Webinar, 8pm (NZ time), Saturday 7 October and we can register here; (thank you Adrian). 

International 

COP 28 (2023): 

• Will be responding to the first Global Stocktake (GST) on how we are doing on our Paris 2015 

commitments (we are behind, both globally and nationally).  Quaker United Nations Office (QUNO) 

submissions are here and here.   

• Will need to operationalise the loss and damage fund established at COP27. 

• Includes a day on peace, and Peace@COP28 has published a list of policy recommendations. 

• Will include our Quaker United Nations Office representative, Lindsey Fielder-Cook.  She has 

written an article on the latest International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) synthesis report: What 

We Learned About Climate Science, and What We Learned About Ourselves. I can send you a PDF 

copy on request or you can write to Anna at QUNO Anna aaguto@quno.ch. 

• Aotearoa NZ Quakers had input into our country’s COP 28 priorities which are: fostering global 

action; supporting Pacific resilience; and supporting our own transition.  The Cabinet paper is here. 

https://fossilfueltreaty.org/faith-letter
https://rdc.org.nz/fossil-fuel-non-proliferation-treaty/
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/#endorse
https://fossilfueltreaty.org/#endorse
https://unfccc.int/cop28
https://www.cop28.com/thematic-program
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change/community-led-retreat/#:~:text=There%20are%20parts%20of%20New,the%20community%20at%20every%20step.
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change/community-led-retreat/#:~:text=There%20are%20parts%20of%20New,the%20community%20at%20every%20step.
https://www.interest.co.nz/insurance/124397/iag-encourages-customers-whose-properties-were-hardest-hit-extreme-weather-earlier
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/make-a-submission/document/53SCEN_SCF_A3FE0E05-8ABB-418D-8F44-08DBA45709B6/inquiry-into-climate-adaptation
https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/make-a-submission/document/53SCEN_SCF_A3FE0E05-8ABB-418D-8F44-08DBA45709B6/inquiry-into-climate-adaptation
https://consult.environment.govt.nz/environment/proposed-nps-for-natural-hazard-decision-making/
https://www.endfreecredits.nz/
https://mailchi.mp/85e64eae1782/fwcc-asia-west-pacific-weekly-round-15-january-13559600?e=583bf4ab9e
https://tinyurl.com/tk9xbm9t
https://unfccc.int/topics/global-stocktake/about-the-global-stocktake/frequently-asked-questions-about-the-global-stocktake
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/international-action/about-the-paris-agreement/
https://climateactiontracker.org/
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/SubmissionsStaging/Documents/202309201503---Submission%20-%20Friends%20World%20Committee%20for%20Consultation%20Global%20Stocktake%20September%202023.pdf
https://www4.unfccc.int/sites/SubmissionsStaging/Documents/202309201423---HR_CC%20WG%20GST%20submission%20Sept%2023%20-%20elements%20for%20HR-based%20GST%20decision.pdf
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/what-you-need-know-about-cop27-loss-and-damage-fund
https://quakersandclimatechange.com/2023/09/26/peacecop-policy-recommendations/
mailto:aaguto@quno.ch
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Environment/Climate-change/Submissions/Quaker-submission-Updating-Aotearoa-New-Zealands-Approach-to-International-Climate-Change-Negotiations-Consultation.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/Environment/Climate-change/Submissions/Quaker-submission-Updating-Aotearoa-New-Zealands-Approach-to-International-Climate-Change-Negotiations-Consultation.pdf
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/environment/climate-change/working-with-the-world/apply-for-a-cop28-party-overflow-badge/cop-a-brief-explanation/
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/en/environment/climate-change/working-with-the-world/apply-for-a-cop28-party-overflow-badge/cop-a-brief-explanation/
https://www.mfat.govt.nz/assets/OIA/OIA-2023/PR-2023-0317-Update-to-Aotearoa-New-Zealands-Approach-to-International-Climate-Change-Negotiations.pdf?utm_source=Newsroom&utm_campaign=d1395d47d7-Sustainable+Future+15.09.2023&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_71de5c4b35-d1395d47d7-97993022&mc_cid=d1395d47d7
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The UN has developed an Acceleration Agenda to help achieve the 1.5°C warming limit. 

The UN Committee on the Rights of the Child affirms children’s right to a clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment, both now and in the future (thank you Deborah). 

National 

Read  Aotearoa NZ’s first National Climate Change Risk Assessment; Productivity Commissioner Ganesh 

Nana on our need for more long term thinking; Generation Zero on climate and the election; and, the NZ 

Defence Force needs to sort out its boiler (thank you Deborah).  

Watch/ Listen - University of Canterbury academic and recent IPCC report co-author. Bronwyn Hayward on 

why climate issues matter now more than ever.  

Take part in climate action survey. The research is being undertaken by Jonathan Oosterman, a Doctoral 

candidate in Sociology at Te Herenga Waka—Victoria University of Wellington. 

Other 

Inspiration from Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei in Tamaki Makaurau – on its marae at Takaparawhau (Bastion Point); 

at its Pourewa nursery and food garden nearby; and its contribution to the redesign of Quay Street in the 

heart of the city. 

Sanity Check on Climate Change: A Conversation with Chris Field (the preview is actually the whole thing) – 

thank you, Jillian. 

Oh dear …  

Different cultures express themselves differently.  Some of us are more poetic; others of us are more literal.  

Sometimes the poetic and the literal get mistranslated.  When UN Secretary-General António Guterres 

warned that “the era of global warming has ended” and “the era of global boiling has arrived”, I do not 

think he expected his words to inspire this. 

Last word: Inspiration and concern all at the same time  

Our responses have not been adequate, and we are not acting 

fast enough. 

  Pope Francis on how we are caring for our common home  

Laudate Deum is new and builds on his 2015 encyclical 

Laudato Si; it is much shorter.  You can watch a video about it 

here or read a summary here.  He challenges us: 

What is the meaning of my life?  What is the meaning of my 

time on this earth?  And what is the ultimate meaning of all my 

work and effort? 

Our youth often wisely carry a banner ‘system change, not climate change’.  The IPCC gives us a 

roadmap for urgent, feasible, and equitable near-term options available at scale to address 

climate change and improve human well-being and planetary health knowledge,  

Lyndsey Fielder-Cook. 

 

This man is not Pope Francis 

https://www.un.org/sites/un2.un.org/files/un_sgs_acceleration_agenda.pdf
https://press.un.org/en/2023/sgsm21967.doc.htm
https://www.unicef.org/eca/press-releases/un-committee-rights-child-calls-states-take-action-first-guidance-childrens-rights#:~:text=and%20the%20Environment.-,General%20Comment%20No.,or%20failure%20to%20act%20%E2%80%94%20today.
https://www.unicef.org/eca/press-releases/un-committee-rights-child-calls-states-take-action-first-guidance-childrens-rights#:~:text=and%20the%20Environment.-,General%20Comment%20No.,or%20failure%20to%20act%20%E2%80%94%20today.
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/areas-of-work/climate-change/adapting-to-climate-change/first-national-climate-change-risk-assessment-for-new-zealand/
https://www.stuff.co.nz/business/300943090/shortterm-thinking-prevails-hindering-our-ability-to-tackle-longterm-challenges
https://www.thepress.co.nz/a/nz-news/350082510/how-hope-can-counter-politicians-half-baked-promises
https://www.thepress.co.nz/a/nz-news/350077356/burnham-military-camps-boiler-thwarts-government-climate-target
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uuBrqmYuPOo
https://climatesurvey.nz/
https://www.newsroom.co.nz/maori-knowledge-can-help-us-combat-climate-change
https://www.samharris.org/podcasts/making-sense-episodes/333-sanity-check-on-climate-change
https://news.un.org/en/story/2023/07/1139162
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Z6z7pDyJpY
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=5bf1086f-cd47-48b2-8013-8a52e443e47c
https://www.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=087P_7HgxsQ
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2023-10/laudate-deum-pope-francis-climate-crisis-laudato-si.html

