
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1915 the annual meeting of the New Zealand 

Society of Friends was in Wellington. 



 

 

 
But Friends who lived in Wellington city 
were few in number. The Rigg family was 

central to the meeting. 

 
          

 

                            

                 Back: John Rigg snr, John Rigg jnr.  
      Middle: Arthur Rigg, Hannah Rigg snr, Theodore Rigg 

               Front row: Hannah Rigg jnr, Maud Rigg 



 

 

 

 

                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             

However Elizabeth B Rutter was the 

mainstay of Meeting, totally committed to 

its support. She ran the hostel for a time 

then rented a house where Friends met.  

She returned twice to assist Wellington 

Friends.   

She put all her resources and energy 

entirely into supporting the local 

meeting for worship and into networking 

widely 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the first national gathering of New 

Zealand Friends in 1909 she had signed 

Hannah Rigg’s autograph book 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wellington Friends were aghast at the 

declaration of war on 4 August 1914.  

They took stock of their position:  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 22 August they resolved to send William 

Massey, the Prime Minister, their advice: 

 



 

 

  

In May 1915 the small Meeting of 

Wellington Friends strategised to send 

clothing for war victims as part of the 

effort to alleviate suffering: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Then in 1915 while Elizabeth B Rutter 

was away, the Police raided Friends’ 

records kept at her house 

 

She left New Zealand in late 1915 
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The Wellington Meeting had always 

been very concerned about the 

victims of war.  

Theodore Rigg went from study in 

England to join the Friends’ relief 

effort working with refugees: 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

He saw much horror 

Theodore joined the Society of Friends 

Relief Expedition and was given a safe 

pass to carry aid to war victims…  



 

 

 



 

 

 


