WIDER QUAKER FELLOWSHIP, AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND
LETTER 154, DECEMBER 2021

61 Tuhikaramea Rd., Hamiltowi@2fuakerfellowship@quaker.org.nz

MEMORIES FRAYERS A &NSEOF PLACE

Where do you come from?
Where are you now?
How/why did you make that journey?

| expected to make one of the ideéamemories or prayers or sense of pghatiee focus of my thoughts, but

they stubbornly held hands and would not be separated.

Recently | have been thinking about my past. | painted a little picture about blueberry picking in 1962 nea
Sudbury, Ontario. It was hot. It was two weeks before my first child was born. The wild blueberries were
plentiful. Such tough little plants rooted into the crevices in the granite rocks. There were no bears pre-
sent. Artistic license.

Where you are at any point in your |ife depends:s
We were in Sudbury by chance. That was where my newly graduated husband was able to find a suitable
job. Several moves after that were the result of successful job searches on his part. Not my choice, but n
against my desires. Before our last move, to Aotearoa NZ, | did a great deal of praying. If I, the family, ha
to leave Canada | certainly wanted strong signs as to where we should go. We were not going to a job, w
were going because my husband had itchy feet.

From the time | was a young teen | did a lot of praying. We were surrounded by prayers, bedside prayers
when we were young, Our Father every morning at school, prayers in church depending on the season o
the church year. | must confess most of my teenage prayers were of unmitigated misery. My outer life th
was quite reasonable, | was well housed , fed, clothed, educated, loved by my parents. This was not refle
ed in my inner life which was largely one of despair. But you grow up and you learn.

| did, however, during my teenage years learn about the church | grew up in, and | learned more about m
connection with God and about prayer. These were the roots.

Most of my prayers now are of thanksgiving, after all despite Covid and a raft of other problems, life is full
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